U3A Highbury Aqueduct from Turramurra - directions and information
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Meet at Turramurra Recreation Centre carpark (in the section closest to the traffic lights at
Valley Road)

START

1. Take the short path from the carpark leading south east down towards the
intersection of Hillside Avenue and Combe Place

2. Atthe end of the path turn left into Hillside Ave

3. Across the street you will see a diagonal path crossing another reserve; take that and
when it ends cross Historic Drive to end up in Coulls Reserve with a playground.
There is a silver information board to read *1

4. Cross back to Historic Drive at the end of the reserve between two large gums.
Continue down Historic Drive on the side with a footpath. Lift your eyes to take in
views of the hills

5. Take the first street on your right (Garden Court) and go down to its end. There you
will see a small reserve, cross it on the grass and end up in the dead end of Kent
Road. Follow Kent Road to Boundy Road

6. Turn left into Boundy Road and then turn right into Windsor Road, another dead end
street.

7. At the end of Windsor Road walk through a gap in the fence and turn right. The wide
earthen path follows the line of the houses veering left.



8. Look left for a narrow path, just past the sign with a map. (This is opposite a gate on
your right with a clearing between the houses).

9. Take this path (which zigzags down the slope) and at its end take a sharp right turn
into a wider gravel path and follow it. On this path (after it crosses the Aqueduct
ditch) you will see the site of a two storey makeshift fort *2 that kids loved but due
to safety issues it was pulled down. There are still a few left over tree trunks where
the fort was. Continue on the path until it ends by the gate to Gallery Road and a 2
storey house. Below this spot was Karpucia Park and Gallery Road Weir *3

10.Facing the house you will see an unkempt gravel road leading steeply up on your
right, go half way up and look ahead at a fenced off dip in the ground with a vertical
pipe in it. This used to be where the Aqueduct entered a pipe or tunnel to flow under
Lower North East Road to Hope Valley Reservoir. Take the narrow path on your right
that follows the bottom of the Aqueduct ditch.

11.The narrow path joins back with the proper gravel path you were on before, here
turn left and retrace your steps. Stop to look at the meandering Aqueduct ditch *4.
Walk past the entrance to the zigzag path you came down on earlier and continue to
Boundy Road

12.Cross Boundy Road to enter the forest reserve and keep left at the fork. The path will
take you back to Boundy Road; turn right when you reach it

13.Walk up Boundy Road and at the T-intersection turn right into Valley View Drive.
Continue on Valley View Drive and at the end of the road turn left into Hillside Ave.
Continue back to the carpark on the path you used at the start

Finish
Annotations

*1 Coulls Reserve silver information board
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*2 Old Fort site (photos show what the fort looked like)

*3 Karpucia Park and Weir
\

First owned by a cleaner at Hackney
bus depot. He owned the park until the
Tea Tree Gully council compulsory
acquired the park. The name of the
park came from thc Balkan area in

Europe.

AQUEDUCT

Runs from the River Torrens weir at
Highbury to the Hope Valley Reservoir.
Gravity fed, runs under Turramurra.

“The Fry family had four sons and they planted a palm tree every time a child was born,”
Mr Amber remembers. “But one of the sons died, so they cut one down.

*4 The Aqueduct ditch (before it was decommissioned looked like that)




